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PERTH CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL — PRACTICAL COMPLETION 
124. Mr W.R. MARMION to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the briefing note that the minister received on 12 April described as “Joint Briefing Note for the 
Treasurer and Minister for Health”, and titled “Perth Children’s Hospital — Practical Completion”. Can the 
Minister for Health confirm that he undertook practical completion of the hospital on the basis that lead is, and 
I quote, “a minor defect”? 
Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
I would like to thank the member for the question because I, too, am wondering why I am spending so much of 
my time cleaning up the mess left behind by the people on the other side. I, too, am wondering, as we peel more 
layers off the onion, at the level of incompetence shown in relation to the Perth Children’s Hospital project. We 
took practical completion of this hospital project because we are taking control. The Premier made serious 
commitments about the hospital. First, that we will take control; we have done just that. Second, that we would 
be absolutely transparent with the people of Western Australia. I have tabled documents in this place and 
provided documents in public via websites and so forth over the past few weeks, so that the public, too, can just 
see what a hopeless bunch the Liberal Party was in government. 

The third commitment made by the Premier was that we would fix the lead problems, and we are undertaking 
that very task. This is not a simple process. It is one in which we have had to narrow the potential sources of the 
lead, and it is one whereby we now have to undertake the phosphate treatment process in order to get the water 
to the level required. I am very pleased to advise the chamber that we are making some good progress on that 
testing, and I very much look forward to the Chief Health Officer being able to, in the very near future, certify 
the hospital water as safe for the sick kids who will ultimately be using it. 

But we will not open this hospital until it is safe for patients. We will not compromise the safety of kids’ health 
in this state. But one thing we will do is be transparent with the people of Western Australia. We will take 
control of this project and we will fix up the mess you mob left behind. 
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